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See yourself in the French W
oods Performer.

F e b r u a r y  2 0 1 8

P E R F O R M E R
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Happy Valentines Day!

The Perform
er is only as good as the contributions w

e receive from
 the French W

oods com
m

unity. 
Let us know

 w
hat is going on in your life. Your cam

p friends love to hear w
hat you are doing. O

ur 
E-M

AIL AD
D

R
ESS IS adm

in@
frenchw

oods.com
. W

e love hearing from
 you too!

The H
ancock-French W

oods A
rts A

lliance is a 501 (c) 3 not-for-profit public charity form
ed by the French 

W
oods Festival fam

ily to provide encouragem
ent for the arts through education and financial support for 

children and young adults from
 low

 incom
e and culturally diverse areas. 

Becom
e a sponsor for the 2018 4k Race for the A

rts • Buy a raffle ticket for free tuition • G
ive the Perfect G

ift 
w

ith H
ancock-French W

oods A
rts A

lliance Tribute Cards. w
w

w.hfw
aa.org (800) 634-1703



I leave next week for London to the 
final hiring fair of the season and 
hope to see a show or two while I’m 
in town. 
We have such an incredible staff put 
together for camp this summer and 
we are just looking to fill the final 
positions. Do you know someone 
that belongs at French Woods? Now is the time to 
submit an application. We are particularly looking for 
nurses for a minimum of a three week session. We 
are also looking for woodworking / stagecraft, camp 
drivers and select camp counselor positions. 

Happy Valentines Day!
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Just Registered!

February Birthdays!

French Woods is now offering a 
wonderful opportunity for the 
siblings, friends, and relatives of our 
French Woods family. We are inviting 
boys and girls ages 7 to 12 who are 
interested in registering for French 
Woods to “test the waters.” It is an 
opportunity for your children to spend 
a weekend at French Woods, to get a 

taste of what would be in store for them. (Should you 
sign your children up for camp, your $100 registration 
fee may be applied to future camp tuition.)
Parents drop their children off at 10:00 AM on 
Saturday, June 17th. You will be treated to a bagel 
brunch and a tour of the facility, as well as a question 
and answer period with one of our directors. At the 
same time your children will be escorted to their 
bunks, where they will be placed in cabins with their 
own counselors. Once settled, the “mini-campers” 
will be immersed into the French Woods program. 
On Saturday, they will take part in two activities 
before lunch and three activities before dinner.
Saturday night will be filled with special evening 
activity events including a make-your-own sundae 
and pizza social topped off with the music of our 
terrific DJ. On Sunday, Father’s Day, after the three 
morning activities, you will be reunited with your 
children for our barbecue and some family activities. 
Bring your bathing suits because our pool-side 
barbecues are always a big hit. Also, bring your 
tennis racquets and spend some time on our courts. 
Please call the office (800) 634-1703 to register or 
sign up online at www.frenchwoods.com.

 
Also, just a reminder that our Broadway shows this 
summer are The Band’s Visit session 1, Mean Girls 
session 2, and Frozen session 3. You can sign up 
online thru your CampIn Touch account
Looking forward to year  
forty-eight.I remain,	  

A Note from RonBeth Backstage

Camper & Staff News
Emily Photis will be playing the role of Mary Poppins 
in Marlboro Middle School’s performance of Mary 
Poppins Jr. 

Max Burman was cast as Gomez Addams in The 
Addams Family musical at his school.

Jessi Kaplan played Joan O’Hara in the play, All 
Because of Agatha, at American Heritage School. 
She sang the National Anthem at the Miami Heat 
game on October 1 and again on January 27. Jessi 
also was just cast as Patrice in American Heritage 
School’s upcoming production of 13 the Musical!

Brody Kaplan was cast as Gingy in Embassy Creek 
Elementary School’s upcoming production of Shrek 
the Musical.

Olivia Mastromarino will be playing everyone’s  
favorite one-feathered bird - Gertrude McFuzz 
in A Class Act NY’s Off Broadway production of 
Seussical,Jr.

Izzy Stannard will be playing ‘Sadie’ in NBC’s 
upcoming show, “Good Girls” premiering February 
26th



It is not too soon to get started on your camp forms 
regardless of which session(s) your child(ren) are 
registered for! 

All forms and documents are now accessible online. 
The forms you submit online become attached 
automatically to your child’s file. Please, please help 
us by getting this done timely. Fill out your Bunk 
Requests NOW!

ONLINE INSTRUCTIONS: Please go to 
frenchwoods.com and in the upper right hand 
corner, click on CAMPIN TOUCH. From there you 
will enter the parent email address that we have on 
file for you. If you have not yet had the chance to sign 
into CampIn Touch or if you forgot your password, 
click on retrieve/set password. Once you get 
your password, you will be directed to your Forms 
Dashboard. Click on Forms and Documents and 
there you will see two types of forms - the ones 
with a barcode icon must be printed out, filled in 
and signed by either the physician and/or parent. 
The Registration, Physician’s Exam, Health Care 
Provider OTC’s, Parent Medical Authorization and 
Meningitis Vaccination forms are all forms to be 
printed out. Once completed and signed, you can fax 
them back to the designated faxback number on the 
bottom of the forms (845) 468-7078. Alternatively, 
you can scan the completed/signed forms into your 

computer and upload each from your dashboard.  
(It is important that you use only the faxback number 
to faxback.)

The other type of forms has a computer monitor 
icon. Those are all web-based forms and can be 
filled in online. The Application, Bunk Requests, 
Transportation, Health History, Immunizations, 
Activity Preference and Verfication forms are all 
web-based forms.

Please call the office if you need any assistance at 
all. We are here to help you. (800) 634-1703

Below the Forms and Documents for your camper 
you will find Forms and Documents for Your 
Family. There you will find important information 
including a Camper Guide and a separate 
Parent Guide. Additionally there is a list of nearby 
accomodations and a suggested packing list and 
information about CampMeds. If your child takes 
medication, New York state requires individual 
packaging of all meds. CampMeds can help you 
take care of this requirement. Please note that no 
child will be admitted to camp without a completed 
medical form signed by your physician. In addition 
all immunizations must be documented. These are 
New York State Health Department rules which we 
must abide by.

Visiting days are June 24th and 25th, July 14th and 15th, August 3th and 4th and August 24th and 
25th. Visiting is held from 1:30PM on the first day and from 10AM on the second day, both through eve-
ning performances. Session 5 visiting day begms at 10AM on September 2nd and concludes after dinner.
There is NO visiting prior to these times. Parents are welcome to have meals with us during these times. 
Picnic meals, homemade care packages or any other outside food may NOT be brought into camp. 
(This includes pizzas, ice cream, McDonalds and any other food that may be purchased in town). Under 
no circumstances may a child leave camp. Concerts, circus and performances of shows will take place 
on these mornings, afternoons and evenings along with all scheduled activities. Remember, NO PETS on 
camp.
These dates represent our only visiting times. Any other visitation must be arranged in advance. Call the 
camp office if special arrangements need to be made.
It is our hope that you will see your children enjoying activities and performances with a minimum of 
disruption to their daily routine.

VISITING 2016

Important Online Forms & Documents Isaac’s Corner 
Prepare for your college auditions at 
French Woods Festival this summer! 

Many of our campers eventually end 
up auditioning for college programs in 

theater. The experiences they have at French Woods 
help prepare them for the process, and we’re excited 
to announce a formal preparation for college audi-
tions as part of our program.

Longtime French Woods Family member Brian Kite 
is returning to French Woods this summer during 
session 3. He is currently the Chair of the UCLA 
School of Theater, Film and Television Department 
of Theater and has directed across the United States 
and abroad. He served as Producing Artistic Director 
of La Mirada Theatre for the Performing Arts from 
2008-2015. 

While talking to Beth Schaefer this winter, Brian said, 
that in his experience, French Woods campers who 
apply to UCLA often standout because they know 
what to do in an audition room. 

Brian will be returning to camp as a theater director. 
He will be joining returning college theater profes-
sors from Boston Conservatory, Boston University, 
Emerson and New World School of the Arts. They 
will all be teaching classes throughout this summer 
to make your college auditions even better.

As of February 15, 2018, there are only 113 days left 
until session 1 and 132 days until the start of session 
2. See you soon!   

(Staff and Camper News  
 Continued...)
Jack Corbin was recently named a winner of the 
American Protege Vocal Competition and he will 
be singing at their Summer 2018 Gala at Stern 
Auditorium at Carnegie Hall this June. He recently 
played the role of Jesus in the Studio PCI production 
of Godspell, and with his rock band he played a two-
hour set of The Beatles at The Knitting Factory in 
Brooklyn on vocals and guitar.

Lauren Gilman has been cast as the role of Mayzie 
and Vanessa Magid has been cast as Gertrude in 
Applause New York’s production of Seussical. 

Ethan Barrocas will be playing “the king” in Rodgers 
and Hammerstein’s Cinderella the month of March at 
Sol Children’s Theatre the month of March.

Catherine (Cate) Maslan has recently been cast as 
Cinderella in Vail Christian High School’s production 
of Rodgers and Hammersteins Cinderella.

(That’s the news...)

Are you keeping up with us on Social?
We are active on official channels on Facebook, 
Twitter, and Instagram. We post different sorts of 
information on all three, so if you want to be up on 
the latest French Woods Festival happenings, follow 
us there, too.

We’re on Facebook as: FrenchWoodsFestival

We’re on Instagram as: french_woods_festival

We’re on Twitter as: @frenchwoods



	

Snow White (7 - 9 year olds) 
After her jealous stepmother, the Queen, tries to 
have her killed, Snow White runs away into the 
forest, where she finds refuge with seven kindly 
dwarfs. The years pass but when the Queen 
discovers Snow White is still alive, she attempts 
to destroy her rival with the help of clever dis-
guises and a poisoned apple.. 

Charlotte’s Web (7 - 9 year olds) 
This exciting, new musical version of Charlotte’s 
Web brings a new dimension to E.B. White’s 
beloved classic. With music and lyrics by 
Charles Strouse (Annie, ‘Bye, ‘Bye Birdie) and 
book by Joseph Robinette (national award-win-
ning children’s playwright) This joyous musical 
offers your audiences a very special experi-
ence.

Prince of Egypt (9 - 11 year olds) 
The Prince of Egypt tells the story of Moses 
with over a dozen songs from the beloved 
animated film. Songs from The Prince of 
Egypt were written by composer and lyricist 
Stephen Schwartz, well known for writing the 
Broadway musical smash hit, Wicked. Songs 
include “Deliver Us,” “When You Believe,” “All I 
Ever Wanted,” “Through Heaven’s Eyes,” and 
“Playing With the Big Boys Now.”

Knuffle Bunny (9 - 11 year olds) 
Girl loves stuffed animal. Girl loses beloved 
animal. Girl fights to get animal back. Based on 
the beloved Caldecott Honor-winning picture 
book, Knuffle Bunny: A Cautionary Musical is 
filled with adventure, song and dancing laundry 
and an instant children’s classic!

Dr Doolittle (9 - 11 year olds) 
The musical tells the classic tale of a wacky but 
kind Doctor who can talk to animals. The show 
takes the audience on a journey from the small 
English village of Puddleby-on-the-Marsh to the 
far corners of the world. 

Dear Edwina (9 - 11 year olds) 
Follow Edwina Spoonapple as she directs 
the kids in the neighborhood in production 
number after hilarious production number in her 
“Advice-A-Palooza” extravaganza. 

Where’s Charlie (11 - 12 year olds) 
Oxford University students Charley and Jack 
invite the young and winsome Kitty and Amy 
to lunch under the chaperoning eye of Donna 
Lucia, Charleyʼs wealthy aunt (it is, after all, 
1892). But when Donna Lucia doesnʼt show, a 
desperate Charley disguises himself as his aunt 
so the young ladies can visit, unaware theyʼve 
brought a chaperon of their own: Amyʼs stuffy 
uncle, who promptly falls for Charleyʼs aunt-like 
charms! Then the real aunt shows up, and itʼs 
all downhill from there: quick changes, fast talk-
ing, marriage proposals, compromising situa-
tions and rowdy hilarity.

Sister Act * (11 - 14 year olds) 
Sister Act is the feel-amazing musical comedy 
smash based on the 1992 hit film. When disco 
diva Deloris Van Cartier witnesses a murder, 
she is put in protective custody in one place the 
cops are sure she won’t be a found: a convent!

Joseph and the Amazing... (11 - 14 year olds) 
Andrew Lloyd webber and Tim Rice have 
created a soft -rock fantasy from the biblical 
story of Joseph and his brethren and turned 
this ancient tale into a rollicking pastiche of 
vaudevillian turns, country and western, calypso 
and  50’s rock and roll. 

42nd Street * (11 - 14 year olds) 
A big, bold musical set in 1933 that celebrates 
the stuff that dreams are made of.  The ultimate 
backstage musical has many hit tunes and 
some of the greatest production numbers in 
musical theatre. 

James and The Giant Peach (11-14 year 
olds) 
This is a wonderful & amazing adaptation of 
Ronald Dahl’s classic book. The story as you 
many know, tells of James and how his wish to 
get away from his evil aunts comes true in the 
form of a giant peach. 

13** (11 - 14 year olds) 
13 is a musical with lyrics and music by Jason 
Robert Brown and a book by Dan Elish, with 
Robert Horn. The story concerns the life of 
13-year-old Evan Goldman as he moves from 
New York City to Appleton, Indiana, and his 
dilemma when the move conflicts with the cel-
ebration of his Bar mitzvah. 

Little Women  (11-17 year olds)  
Based on Louisa May Alcott’s life, Little Women 
follows the adventures of sisters, Jo, Meg, Beth 
and Amy March. Jo is trying to sell her stories 
for publication, but the publishers are not inter-
ested – her friend, Professor Bhaer, tells her 
that she has to do better and write more from 
herself. Taking this advice, Jo weaves the story 
of herself and her sisters and their experience 
growing up in Civil War America. 

Wonderful Town * (11 - 17 year olds) 
Two sisters from Ohio? One is smart, one is 
pretty? Come to 1930’s New York, hoping to 
hit the big time. With colorful Greenwich village 
neighbors, job-hunting adventures and a conga 
line of dancing sailors, things are never dull. 
The ebullient score includes A Little Bit in Love 
And  the Wrong Note Rag. 

Beauty and the Beast (11 - 17 year olds) 
The classic story tells of Belle, a young woman 
in a provincial town, and the Beast, who is 
really a young prince trapped under the spell of 
an enchantress. If the Beast can learn to love 
and be loved, the curse will end, but time is run-
ning out. If the Beast does not learn his lesson 
soon, he and his household will be doomed for 
all eternity.. 

Sweeney Todd (11 - 17 year olds) 
The rare instance of a musical thriller, Stephen 
Sondheim and Hugh Wheeler’s chilling, 
suspenseful, heart-pounding masterpiece of 
murderous barber-ism and culinary crime tells 
the infamous tale of the unjustly exiled barber 
who returns to 19th century London seeking 
revenge against the lecherous judge who 
framed him and ravaged his young wife. 

A Gentleman’s Guide to Love and Murder** 
(11 - 17 year olds)  
tells the uproarious story of Monty Navarro, an 
heir to a family fortune who sets out to jump 
the line of succession by—you guessed it—
eliminating the eight pesky relatives who stand 
in his way. All the while, Monty has to juggle 
his mistress (she’s after more than just love), 
his fiancée (she’s his cousin but who’s keeping 
track?), and the constant threat of landing 
behind bars!

Death of a Salesman (11 - 17 year olds) 
By Arthur Miller: Salesman Willy Loman is in 
a crisis. Heʼs about to lose his job, he canʼt 
pay his bills, and his sons Biff and Happy donʼt 
respect him and canʼt seem to live up to their 
potential. He wonders what went wrong and 
how he can make things up to his family.

The Gazebo (11 - 17 year olds)  
A man counteracts a planned blackmail against 
him by plotting the blackmailer’s murder in alec 
Coppel’s comic thriller

One Act Play Festival (11-17) TBA

***All shows are subject to change. 
*Carryover Show ** Stock Show

Second Session Shows 2018***


